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This research project was conducted in April 2020 within the localised case study area of South Wales. 
A comparison was originally made with horticultural students, but due to limited responses and 
alternative method of distribution, the findings highlighted here are from the general public only

Methodology: The survey was distributed online via social media on Earth Day 2020. 214 responses 

were received. The questions were a mixture of closed and open response to gain understanding of 
perceptions of climate change and the attitudes towards climate activism in South Wales.  

Analysis: The quantitative data was analysed using Microsoft Excel and MapInfo Pro™ v16.0 64-bit. 

Qualitative data from comments was analysed, examples of which can be seen in the speech bubbles. 
Maps below include the case study area, spatial distribution of respondents, and queries in the dataset.

Climate Change Infectious Diseases Deforestation
Infectious Diseases coming 2nd is a poignant 

reminder of the times. Poverty came 4th which 
was not unexpected due to pockets of deep-

rooted deprivation. Sea Level Rise came 9th, but 
has previously come 3rd (EU Commission, 2019)

Slightly higher than the latest national survey 
for Wales 2018-19 (Welsh Government, 2019) 
• 100% of those aged 75+ said yes
• 11% of those aged 16-24 said no
This finding disagrees with previous literature, which 
has shown the younger generation to be more 
concerned, and the older generation to be more 
sceptical (Fisher, et al., 2018).

Yes

Top THREE Threats to our planet

Males are much more sceptical 

89% are concerned about 
climate change

89% said they had not taken 
part in a climate protest

A further 30% said maybe, while 14% said no. There 

has been a rise in climate protests, driven by global 

environmental movement extinction rebellion and Greta 

Thunberg and the #FridaysForFuture school strikes. 

The Welsh and UK Governments also declared climate 

emergencies; attributed to the protesting (Tipper, 2019) 

There has been a mixed response towards protests.

No

7% said yes

4%% would 

rather not say

• 83% of those who said no the climate is 

not changing were male, despite twice as 

many females responding to the survey. 

• 95% of females are either ‘very’ or 

‘somewhat’ concerned about climate 

change. No females were unconcerned. 

• This decreased to only 75% of males. 

• This statement agrees with much 

previous literature including a recent EU 

survey which found men much more 

sceptical in all but two countries 

(Poortinga et al, 2019) 

• 55% of respondents are very’ concerned, while a 

further 34% are ‘somewhat’ concerned.

• This increased to 94% from respondents who had 

stated their household incomes to be under £12,000

• It also decreased slightly to 86% from  respondents 

stating household incomes were over £36,000.

Concern decreased with increases in  household 

income, which agreed with previous literature 

(Whitmarsh, 2011) 

This research provides a snapshot of perception and attitudes in South Wales. Findings may differ from previous literature due to declarations of 

climate emergency, growing awareness from protests or increased media coverage. There was a balance of criticism and support towards climate 

activism shown. The fact males are more sceptical verify that females should be fairly represented where relevant decisions are made e.g. parliament 

Regional Differences

Population growth was a

widespread threat. However, sea 

level rise and water pollution were

more concentrated in the valleys as

opposed to coastal areas. This is 

likely explained by recent flooding 

experiences within these areas. 

Yes

Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation

This map highlights the WIMD which

is a measurement ranked 1-10 from

the most 10% deprived – the least 
deprived. There are many small areas 
of deep-rooted deprivation within the 

case study area.

Case Study Area

The map illustrates the three regional 

postcode areas: SA, CF and NP. Within 

this lies the smaller ‘loosely defined’ South 

Wales (formerly known as Glamorgan) 

including 11 unitary authorities; this was 

the core case study area for this research, 

and  respondents are highlighted. 

Anomalies' in dataset

Queries regarding least popular answers to questions 

were spatially analysed for differences, including ‘no’ 

the climate is not changing, ‘no’ they had not changed 

their behaviour, or ‘yes’ they had taken part in a 

climate protest. No regional differences were noted. 

Deforestation in South Wales

This map shows infected trees by the pathogen 

Phytophthora ramorum: which has consequently led 

to the felling of millions of trees across Wales, 

especially in the valleys, which could explain why it 

was highlighted as the top 3rd threat in this area.

Conclusion

Is Welsh Gov doing enough?

This map illustrates responses 

whether the public think the

Welsh Gov is doing enough. Most 

people said no, visible on the 

map, the majority of which also 

selected poverty as a threat also 

which can be seen underlying.
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